
How to Print the Perfect Self-
Published Book 
 

For generations, people have aspired to be authors, only to find their dreams slowed by 

traditional publishers. However, the landscape has shifted thanks to the self-publishing 

revolution, which has gained momentum. But when you publish independently, you 

take on the tasks of printing, book fulfillment, editing, cover design, and marketing. It 

is why it's essential to prepare thoroughly and figure out which content preparation 

services—like editing and formatting—you'll need, as well as your printing options. It 

is crucial because over 80% of books are still sold in the traditional printed format.  

Among the various binding options, perfect-bound books, or paperbacks, are the most 

popular. They are more affordable than hardcover editions but still offer a nice 

presentation on bookshelves. Even though online bookselling has reduced the 

emphasis on shelf appeal, many authors still dream of seeing their works in bookstores. 

Additionally, it's worth noting that libraries influence a book's success. If your 

audience is willing to pay, opting to produce a hardcover book can elevate your 

project. Hardcovers, while pricier, often come with a sense of prestige that could 

appeal to your potential readers.  

Ultimately, your binding choice should reflect what best suits your target audience and 

the price range that makes sense for your book. If you're writing a cookbook, manual, 

or guidebook, spiral bindings might be the way to go. These are typically plastic and 

available in a variety of colors, allowing you to create a strong brand image through 

complementary or contrasting designs. It's important to understand that a book's 

appearance significantly impacts its sales. Even in online marketplaces, the cover 

design is frequently seen as a thumbnail and later in full size, influencing a buyer's 

decision.  

Therefore, self-published authors must pay attention to every detail, including subtitles 

for nonfiction works. Wire-o binding is another option you might consider if you want 

a different aesthetic than plastic spirals. Researching successful books in your genre 

will help you decide if you wish to follow in their footsteps or carve out a unique 

identity. Sometimes being different can be beneficial, but at other times, it may 

confuse potential readers. Beyond editing and cover design, your choice of binding is 

one of the most critical decisions you'll make while bringing your book to life. 
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